







Claudia De Monte 

P articipatory art—art which has different 
ways of engaging the viewer than simply 
presenting objects for scrutiny—has by 
now a fairly substantial history. Anyone who 
has a real interest in contemporary art accepts 
the conspicuous presence of art-making pro¬ 
cedures which may have virtually nothing to 
do with finely crafted or arduously executed 
objects. Whether or not the newer, Dada-re- 
lated modi operandi for functioning as an art¬ 
ist are fully embraced, their existence must be 
acknowledged. 

The question of continuing the traditions of 
painting and sculpture versus working in the 
much more open-ended realms of psycho-dra¬ 
matic, or theatrical, or conceptual or partici¬ 
patory esthetics, comes especially to issue in 
contemplating Claudia De Monte’s work. In 
the context of the Washington, D.C. artistic 
milieu, her approach is excessively rare. Most 
of the strongest artists in this area, at least as 
far as I can see, are concerned with formal art 
— paintingand sculpture. Indeed in the larger 
exhibition, “Five + One,” which includes two 
separate publications, the “five” make paint¬ 
ings and drawings; Claudia and this calendar- 
catalogue are “+ one.” 

Claudia De Monte has made “conventional” 
worktosomeextent—large unstretched paint¬ 
ings, mixed media drawings, and small sculp¬ 
tures, generally boxes filled with various small 
objects—but for me her primary contribution 
has to do with the other side of her artistic ac¬ 
tivity. It is difficult to precisely define this other 
activity in one word—“participatory” or “con¬ 
ceptual” aren’t satisfactory terms. One of the 
crucial aspects of the esthetic is the degree to 
which Claudia herself— heractual presence 
and personality—creates, or even defines, 
what is so interesting about her art. I have 
tended to use the word narcissism in reference 
to Claudia: she is consumingly interested in 
herself, her past, the events in her own life, 
and she draws directly on these things for sub¬ 
ject-matter. She transfers the daily events of 
her life into her art, without the usual mediat¬ 


ing processes which make symbols and meta¬ 
phors out of things so they are accepted as art. 
The narcissist concept does not hold, however, 
the more I think about it, and its problem is 
twofold: on one hand, the result of Claudia’s 
presentation of herself engages the audience 
so that they become involved in her transac¬ 
tions, rather than focusing exclusively on the 
subject (herself). On the other hand is a more 
complicated issue. It has to do with a recent 
use of the concept of narcissism in the con¬ 
ceptual work of young woman artists both in 
America and Europe. Lucy Lippard, in a recent 
article called “The Pains and Pleasures of Re¬ 
birth: Women’s Body Art,” ( Art in America , 
May-June 1976) identifies a politically aware 
narcissistic strain in recent work by such art¬ 
ists as Linda Benglis, Hannah Wilke, and 
Carolee Schneeman which does, I think, exist 
but which has little in common with Claudia 
De Monte’s esthetic. 

De Monte doesn’t actually use her body in 
the way the New York artists Schneeman, Wil¬ 
ke or Adrian Piper do; she uses her self. One 
would be wrong to made exaggerated claims 
for any somatic power or intellectual/political 
complexity in her work in comparison to the 
other artists named. Three woman artists in 
Washington besides De Monte who seem to 
me to have made interesting statements in 
this general area—Rosemary Wright, Mary 
Beth Edelson and Pat Molella —differ consid¬ 
erably from Claudia either in their relatively 
feminist/political content, or in their New York- 
related conceptual approach, an aura which 
is absent from De Monte’s work. It is a super¬ 
ficial aura, in a way, that Claudia projects—an 
often childlike and ingenuous character. She 
seems neverto have got over her sudden teen- 
aged metamorphosis from duckling to swan, 
he first time I encountered her work was 
before I met the artist, before I knew she 
existed. She had mounted a “trade piece” 
inthegroup exhibition inaugurating the Wash¬ 
ington Project for the Arts. It comprised book 
shelves cluttered with miscellaneous objects. 
As I recall it, no instructions attended the ob¬ 
ject as to what was requested or hoped for to 


“activate” the work—but it was obvious it 
wasn’t intended as a static “sculpture.” In¬ 
stinctively, I searched for something to offer 
in return for something taken. I left an old 
amethyst ring and came away with a spontan¬ 
eously selected cigarette bearing a felt-tip 
penned message, from, as it only later turned 
out, Nina Felshin to Walter Hopps. At the time, 
they were among the few people in Washing¬ 
ton with whom I was acquainted. This connec¬ 
tion was recognized after the event. The level 
of participation elicited is clearly far-reaching. 
It doesn’t matter that it isn’t “profound” or 
“consequential” participation. This is of course 
Warhol’s lesson. 

An even more far-reaching chain of events 
was set in motion from a recent piece—the T- 
shirt Trade staged at Max Protetch’s Wash¬ 
ington Gallery. It would be fatuous to claim 
anything but fun, and social interconnected¬ 
ness, and gossip-inspi red energy for this piece. 
But all those things turn out to be a great deal. 
The T-shirt exchange, in the course of which 
fifty people acquired green shirts stamped 
with a ubiquitous commercial label (Del Monte 
minusa critical “I”), while in return Claudia ac¬ 
quired fifty various shirts, proved to be gen¬ 
uinely participatory. The effectiveness of the 
event is in how the artist got herself out in the 
world through this exercise, setting up an on¬ 
going series of far-flung, “inconsequential” but 
real future situations referring back to her. 

The participation that occurs with Claudia 
De Monte’s successful exchange pieces is elic¬ 
ited remarkably skillfully. The chief difficulty 
with other art works of this sort is that the au¬ 
dience’s relation to the artist is almost un¬ 
avoidably self-conscious and orchestrated — 
the audience is so aware of the process that it 
often becomes a self-defeating enterprise. 
Claudia is able to carry off her pieces seem¬ 
ingly without effort—or at least the partici¬ 
pants’ experiences of the works are entirely 
informal. The “audience” is engaged to a de¬ 
gree which makes it no longer an audience at 
all but an essential constituent of the “work.” 
Claudia’s circle of acquaintances becomes her 
medium. Jane Livingston 
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SUN 

MON 

. m a 

0 

TUES 

CTOBEI 

1976 

WED 

R 

THURS 

FRI 

SAT 






1 

2 

’74—Hirshhorn Museum 1 

opens. 1 

ro 

4 

’75—U.S. Rep. (sculpture) 
International Women’s 

Exhibit, Kingston, Jamaica. 

5 

Vincent Fremont’s birthday. 

6 

’71—left $300 in Aunt 

Lucy’s will. 

7 

Peter Malatesta’s birthday. 

8 

'72—Phil Simkin invites me 
to participate in Process 
Parkway Philadelphia 

Museum. 

9 

Tom Cashin’s birthday. 1 

10 

11 

12 

’52—Scarlet Fever—am 
quarantined, warned of 
possibility of going deaf. 

13 

Herman Maril’s birthday. 

14 

15 

David Bourdon’s birthday. 

Jeff Elliott’s birthday. 

Shirley True’s birthday. 

16 

Tom Goodwin’s birthday. R 

17 

I ’75—Haiti, Oloffson, Hey 

I & Sheila Isham’s. 

I Marti Mayo’s birthday. 

18 

Andres Echavarria’s 
birthday. 

19 

20 

’55—first piano lesson with 

Sr. Margaret Cecilia. Change 
teachers to Otlie Davis. 

21 

’73—Ed McGowin & 1 held 
up & robbed at gunpoint. 

22 

23 

Katie Jones’ birthday. 1 

Shahla Izadi’s birthday. 1 

24 31 

Gerry Bernardi’s birthday. 

25 

26 

1917—Grandmother 

Pasqualena De Monte dies 
in influenza epidemic. 

Both grandfathers born, 

Antonio De Monte born 1883, 
George Heiss birthday 1888. 
Bob Vogel’s birthday. 

Ali Teymourtash’s birthday. 

27 

’74—S. Wimmer breaks foot 
at Lucien Millet’s birthday 
party for him. 

Steve Wimmer’s birthday. 

• 

28 

29 

’53—ice skating lessons in 
Rockefeller Center. 

30 

’70—mural, Astoria Park, 1 

New York. ■ 

Carol Horn’s birthday. I 

Martina Forgey’s birthday. 1 



















SUN 

MON 

NC 

TUES 

)VEMBE 

1976 

WED 

:r 

THURS 

FRI 

SAT 


1 

David Tannous’ birthday. 

Dad elected delegate New 

York Constitutional 

Convention. 

2 

3 

4 

74—first one person show 
Appalachian State 

University, Boone, North 
Carolina arranged by 

Bill Dunlap. 

5 

6 

7 

75—dinner at Elaine’s 

! Firooz Zahedi, Nima 

Farmanfarmaian invite 
me to F. Hoveyda’s, meet 

Andy Warhol, Tatum O’Neill 
& Jerzy Kosinski. 

Dancing LeJardin 

8 

’51—dad elected Mayor 
of Astoria. 

70—first review, New York 

Daily News. 

Alice Denny’s birthday. 

Aunt Babe’s birthday. 

9 

’65—first college date with 

Mike McGrail. 

10 

74—work exhibited in 19th 
area show at Corcoran. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

74 — Boston. 

: 75—lecture Corcoran, 

i Henry Thompson’s 

! birthday. 

Norman Tamarkin's 
birthday. 

Manon Cleary’s birthday. 

15 

74 — Ward Hamilton dies in 
a car accident on 

Baltimore/Washington 

Parkway. 

16 

17 

75—Nima Farmanfarmaian 
invites me to F. Hoveyda’s. 

Meet Shirley MacLaine and 
Peter Beard. 

Steve Weil’s birthday. 

18 

19 

20 

75—Nina Straight’s 
birthday party for Gore 

Vidal’s 50th. Meet Ricky 

Leacock, Richard Avedon. 

21 

Yuri Schwebler’s birthday. 

! Mary Haislip’s birthday. 

22 ^ 

Diane Pane’s birthday. 

23 

’62—Mom & Dad buy 

Cynthia “Princess,” a 
black cocker spaniel. 

Pat Douglas’ birthday. 

24 1 

25 

’47—first tooth. 

26 

75—lunch with Peter Beard 
& Irving Blum. Whitney & 
Carlyle. 

Mad Keller's birthday. 

27 1 

75—Family & Alan Hall 

go to Mama Leones. j 

28 

29 

75 — Kay Sullivan arrives 
from Jamaica. 

Bob Weiner arrives from 

Paris. 

30 

• 
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DECEMBER 

1976 


SUN 

MON 

TUES 

WED 

THURS 

FRI 

SAT 




1 

2 

CO 

4 




’73—Queens Talent Show, 
Queens Museum. 


’75—dinner with Ricky 

Leacock, Colin Young. 

’64—Bobby Kennedy writes 

Dad note of thanks. 

’75—drinks with Chloe 

Aaron, Ricky Leacock. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

j ’75—Lunch with Bill 

| Christenberry. 

’75 — Eric Wachmeister’s 
party — Nima, Firooz. Chris 
Isham, Bob Colacello, Max 
Protetch 

Gabriella Forgey’s birthday. 

’73—Don Corrigan rates 
men in my life. 

’75—Max Protetch’s party 
for Doug Davis. Dinner 
with Firooz Zahedi at the 
Tavalleli’s. 

Cathy Brown’s birthday. 

’75—meet Pete McCloskey, 
Robert Liotta & Amber 

Sholtz at Foundry Gallery. 

’67—meet Garard Bowles at 
Baltimore Museum 
opening. 


12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

00 

’75—Firooz & 1 go to Ina 
' Ginsberg’s private showing 
of “Magic Flute” 

’75—Jane Livingston asks 
me to be in “Liberation: 

14 American Artists.” 

'64—Dad votes LBJ in 
electoral college. 

’70—Donna Ari gives rock 
out Turko-Bulgarian party 
with string quartet for 
Beethoven’s birthday. 

S. Wimmer & 1 pass for 
professional dancers. 

'75—Marcello Montecino 
takes photos for 
“Liberation” show. 

'75—dinner Bill Eggleston, 
Vernon Richards, Ricky 

Leacock. 

George Collinet’s birthday. 

’75—Pisces opens. 

Uncle Sam Rizzoni’s 
birthday. 

Axel Mittelstadt’s birthday. 

Pam Brennan’s birthday. 

Jim Howard’s birthday. 

’75—Meet Barbara Howar 
at Iranian Embassy. 

Bill Tripician’s birthday. j 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

’72—Win prize Baltimore 
Museum of Art. 

’73—Steve Wimmer gets 
terminal diarrhea in 

Bolivia. 

’51—Armenian Music & 
costumes at the Martins’. 

’75—Bill Vandenheuvel asks 
me to campaign for Carter. 

’75—dinner with Vy & 

Bernard Glemser. 

tradition Italian fish dinner. 

’72—Dad’s last Xmas— j 

gives Mom, Cynthia & me I 

all fur coats. 1 

26 

’62 — Blind date — Senior 
| Prom, Hotel Pierre, 

New York. 

’72—Portugal, Spain, 

Morocco with Bob Vogel. 

’73 — Mexico (visit Dana 

Parks). 

New Orleans. 

27 

’75—Haiti with Richard 
Boardman, meet Nima 
Farmanfarmaian and 

Chris Isham at residence. 

Phyllis Rosenweig’s 
birthday. 

28 

’73 — S. Wimmer gets 
hepatitis in Sao Paulo. 

’75 — Rum Punch with Larry 
& Bette Peabody in Haiti. 

Bob Siggins’ birthday. 

Leah McGowin’s birthday. 

29 

'75 — meet Dale Parkhill al 
Oloffson with Andre Drew. 

• 

30 

’75 — meet Vincent Fremont. 

Bob Colacello with Sandra 
Isham at P.A.R. Airport. 

Graham Davis, Val & John 
arrive from Jamaica. 

31 

’63 — Liz Brill’s party. 

’70 — Key Biscayne. 

’71 — Portugal. 

’72 — Mexico. 

’73 — Camden, N.J. 

’74—Christenberry and 

Forgey’s in D.C. 

’75—Haiti. 

Nina Felshin’s birthday. 
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JANUARY 

1977 


SUN 

MON 

TUES 

WED 

THURS 

FRI 

SAT 







1 

’76—lunch with Andre 

Malraux & Richard Board- 
man, Haiti band plays 

Yellow Bird. 1 

Lou Stovall’s birthday. 1 

2 

3 

4 

LO 

6 

7 

8 



’76—Dinner with Richard 
Boardman. 

Congressman & Mrs. T. 

Wirth. Haiti. 

’76—Bob Colacello & 1 
fly to New York from Haiti. 

Donna Ari on National 
television. 




9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 


Nina Straight’s birthday. 

’76—D. Fincham gives me 
antique box. 

Meet Pearl Bailey at Pisces. 

Barbara Fiscina Elliott’s 
birthday. 

Gene Baro’s birthday. 

’76—Promotion to Asst. 
Professor. 

Elisa Forgey’s birthday. 

Judy Bachrach’s birthday. 


16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

’76—Bill Willis & 1 meet 

Pat Steir and choose work 
for Univ. of Maryland show. 

’46—parents Ammeda Heiss 
& Joseph De Monte married 
in Baltimore, Md. 

Jania Victoria’s birthday. 

Christina deGabriac’s 
birthday. 

’76 — Max Protetch & 1 ride 
to D.C. together. 

Vincent Gardenia’s 
birthday. 

’61—Mom & Dad invited to 
JFK’s inauguration. 

’65—Dad & Mom invited to 

LBJ’s inauguration. 

’76—find yellow roses at 
my door. 

’75—S. Wimmer goes to 

Beirut. 

Bill Dunlap’s birthday. 

’76—lecture at Jewish 1 

Community Center. 1 

23 30 

’76—Pearl Bailey. Jason 

Robards at Pisces. Pearl 
teaches us L.A. Shuffle. 

24 31 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

’76—J. Gossage Castelli 
opening. 

Jamie Dutterer’s birthday. 

Bob Weiner’s birthday. 

’73—Steve leaves Brazil. 
’74—Yoko Ono lecture 
with Norman Tamarkin. 

’46 — Dad discharged from 

Army—papers call him 
“everybody’s friend.” 

’65—Mom & Dad invited to 

Gov. Connally’s inaugura¬ 
tion Austin, Texas. 

’76 — dinner Ricky Leacock. 

• 

’74 — Juror P.G.C.C. show 
with N. Felshin and 

Dan Kuhne. 

Sarah Ward’s birthday. 

Felipe Echavarria’s 
birthday. 






















FEBRUARY 


SUN 

MON 

TUES 

1977 

WED 

THURS 

FRI 

SAT 



1 

74—buy red V.W. 

76—mentioned in Andy 
Warhol’s interview by 

Bob Colacello. 

Kathy Sexton’s birthday. 

Debbie Sidlin’s birthday. 

Dan Brown’s birthday. 

Jill McGowin’s birthday. 

2 

74—Donate Ed McGowin’s 
“Room for Leaving” to 

N.C.F.A. 

00 

4 

70—meet Firooz Zahedi, 

Walsh Reading Room, 
Georgetown University. 

76—Mitchell Jamieson dies. 

5 

74—meet Tony Smith at 
University of Maryland 
show. 

6 

76—dinner with Richard 
Leacock. 

7 

Dorothy Roth's birthday. 

8 

76—Amber Sholtz brunch. 

9 

70—meet Steve Wimmer 
on street in Georgetown 
with Liz & Sardi. 

Carmen Miranda’s birthday. 

10 

’68—Mom & Dad go to 

Bobby Kennedy’s for 
dinner. 

B. J. Dunlap’s birthday. 

Laura Brown’s birthday. 

11 

’61—in Marion Rizzoni’s 
wedding, Christopher 
“Ronnie” Walker my 
partner. 

12 

74—meet Brian O’Doherty. 

Jane Livingston’s birthday. 

13 

76—lunch with Adelyn 
Breeskin. 

14 

’61 — Dad gives me gold 
bracelet. 

76 — dinner with Vincent 
Fremont, Firooz Zahedi. 

Find hearts on my door. 

15 

’65—Jackie Kennedy writes 
personal thank you note 
to Dad. 

Frances Fralin’s birthday. 

16 

David Haislip’s birthday. 

17 

74—Carnival with S. 

Wimmer. 

Jessica Josephson’s 
birthday. 

18 

71—M.F.A. Catholic 

University. 

19 

20 

21 

76—weekend in Ellicott 

City. 

Ron Losch’s birthday. 

22 

Shelly Dunn’s birthday. 

Mary Jo Klank’s birthday. 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

Elizabeth Taylor’s birthday. 

28 

Grandmother Anna Heiss 
born 1890. 

Susie Thompson’s birthday. 


• 




















MARCH 

1977 


SUN 

MON 

TUES 

WED 

THURS 

FRI 

SAT 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 



Grandmother Pasqualena 

De Monte born 1890. 

74—Teddy Westreich’s 
dinner for George 

Balanchine. 

76—meet Tom Jones. 

76—no cavities for the 
first time. Talk to David 

Ross. 

Walter Hopps’ birthday. 

75—asked to be temporary 
studio department head 
(1 semester) University of 
Maryland. 


6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

I 76—Isham farm in Warren- 

1 ton with Firooz, Chris, 

I Ralph, Nima and Tara. 

1 Stephen Reichard’s 

1 birthday. 

Signor Felipe 

Echavarria’s birthday. 

Gigi Williams’s birthday. 

Robert Colesvery’s 
birthday. 

’74—Paris. 

’76—student Annette 

Bishop and family mass 
murdered. 

Chris Isham’s birthday. 

Julie Brown’s birthday. 

Firooz Zahedi’s birthday. 

Rosie Heller’s birthday. 

Ann Brown’s birthday. 


CO 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

I '76—David Bourdon takes 

me to dinner for Les 

Levine, meet Anna Napoli. 

Will Hauptman’s birthday. 
Bobbie Lennon’s birthday. 


’62—Mom & Dad meet 

Pres. Ahidjo of the 

Cameroons. 

John Gossage’s birthday. 

’58—1st major jet trip— to 
Houston and Corpus Christi 
with Dad & Uncle Duke. 

76—go to movies by myself 
for 1st time. See “7 

Beauties.” 

Dinner with Lowell Nesbitt 
after Polo opening. 

Margie Lietta’s birthday. 

76—Jean Claude Renoir 
visits before leaving for 

Saudi Arabia. 

76 — dinner Oh Ho Soho 1 

with Amber Sholtz, Ron fl 

Losch, Pete McCloskey. 1 

St. Joseph’s day. 1 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

’76—in Friends of 

Corcoran show. 

Rubin Gorewitz does my 
taxes. 

Mother Ammeda Heiss De 
Monte born 1923. 

Alfredo Wills-Obregon’s 
birthday. 

Persian New Year. 

75—Women by Women 
show, Art Barn. 

Joe Wnuk's birthday. 

David Selvin’s birthday. 

Isabelle Gibeault’s birthday. 

76—sign lease for new 
apartment. 

trade drawings with Jody 
Moscoff. 

’53—tonsillectomy, Man¬ 
hattan Eye & Ear. 


27 

28 

29 

30 

31 




’76—talk to Peter Beard 
before he leaves for 

Nairobi. 


’68—go to California with 

Kathy Sexton—Mike 

Nichols is on the plane. 

• 

Ramon Osuna’s birthday. 
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APRIL 

1977 


SUN 

MON 

TUES 

WED 

THURS 

FRI 

SAT 






1 

Lucy Alexander’s birthday. 

2 

’76—Jennifer Frosh, Betsy 
Pemberton help me pack. 

CO 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 ’76—move to new apart- 

I ment. Premier of “Face to 

I Face f ”w R. Leacock. 

I Dinner with Michael & 

I Nina Straight. 

1 Andy McGurn’s birthday. 

’76—Cynthia elected record¬ 
ing Secretary. Regular 
Democratic Club, Astoria. 

’67—elected student body 

V.P. College of Notre Dame 
—Dad sends roses. 

’74—Ari, Wnuk, De Monte 
party. Meet Carl Bernstein. 

’76—Ballet gala with 

Richard Boardman. 

’68—Maryland 4th juried 
exhibition. 

Betsy Pemberton’s birthday. 

’76—Firooz Zahedi invites 
me to dinner for Rudolf 

Nureyev with Monique 
VanVooren, Henry Kissinger, 
Nima Farmanfarmaian. 

’68—go to conference at 

Dartmouth with Mary Jane 

Donato. 

Maggie Velez de 

Echavarria’s birthday. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

I ’68 — get mononucleosis. 

’48—1st plane trip—New 

York to Baltimore. 

’74—Puerto Rico with Mom 
and Cynthia. 

’76—Peter Malatesta’s party 
for Andy Warhol, meet 

Carol Lynley. 

Bob Dubinsky’s birthday. 

’76—Corcoran lecture with 
Barbara Price. 

Bootsie Miller’s birthday. 

Bill Vandenheuvel’s 
birthday. 

’74 — Mom breaks foot in 

Puerto Rico - go to all- 

night crutch store. 

Ed Mayo’s birthday. 

’62—Mom & Dad meet Shah 
of Iran & Empress Farah. 

’74—crazy woman breaks 
into Puerto Rican hotel room. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

’76—go to East Hampton 
with Amber Sholtz. 

Ralph Isham’s birthday. 

’63—first modeling job— 
fashion show. 

’74—Westreichs take me to 
Corcoran ball, meet Phil 

Stern. 

’76 — T-shirt trade Max 

Protetch Gallery. 

’76—large review by Paul 
Richard. 

dinner with Ed McGowin 
and Tom Jones. 

’76—mentioned in Bill 

Dunlap’s catalogue for his 
Adams Davidson show. 

Halston’s birthday. 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 


’54 — Mom gives me Peter 

Pan haircut—Dad doesn’t 
speak to her for three days. 

Janis Wilson’s birthday. 

’51—planted my first 
vegetable garden in vacant 
lot, New York City. 



’76—party at Nasser 

Zahedi’s. 

Peggy Goodwill’s birthday. 

Miguel Kucyznski’s 
birthday. 
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MAY 

1977 


SUN 

MON 

TUES 

WED 

THURS 

FRI 

SAT 

1 

’76—photo in Andy Warhol’s 
interview, Bob Colacello’s 
diary. 

visit Purcellville. 

2 

’68—Greater Baltimore 

Arts Festival. 

'74—Paper works opening. 

'76 — meet Firooz at Pisces 
for Pearl Bailey’s dinner— 
meet Luci Arnaz & Eliza¬ 
beth Taylor, Arthur Bruckel. 

3 

’76—dinner for Sheila 

Isham at Blocks’ 

4 

’74—exhibit in Princeton, 

N.J. with Lou Jones. 

Tom Jones’ birthday. 

5 

Luis Lastra’s birthday. 

6 

Murry Sidlin’s birthday. 

Eric Purcell’s birthday. 

7 

’61—“May Queen” Crown 

Statue of Blessed Mother. 

Bruno de Gabriac’s 
birthday. 

|8 

'76 — meet Katharine Graham 
j and Ben Bradlee at Nina 

Hyde’s party for Mike 
Kreigsman, Pulitzer Prize— 
with Tom Zito. 

Bob Colacello’s birthday. 

9 

’68—Dad elected to New 

York City Council. 

10 

’76 — Mary Swift invites me 
to hear Averell Harriman. 

11 

Karl Samuel’s birthday. 

12 

’76—Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Agency lecture. 

13 

’43—Mom elected Ms. Hub, 
runs for Miss Maryland. 

14 

’74—Iranian Embassy with | 

Henry Thompson. j 

’76—See “Legend” with j 

Tom Zito, dinner with 

Elizabeth Ashley and cast 
afterward. 

15 

| ’70 — toilet breaks. Steve 

Wimmer saves the day. 

16 

’71—named Italian/Ameri- 
man Woman of the Year in 
the field of Art. 

17 

’73—Baltimore Arts Festival. 

18 

’54—first Holy Communion. 

19 

’68—elected Who’s Who in 
American Colleges & 
Universities. 

’69—reelected Who’s Who 
in American Colleges & 
Universities. 

20 

’74—dinner with New York 
Times’ Martin Arnold. 

Danny West’s birthday. 

21 

’76 — Ballet with Tom & 

Katie Jones. j 

22 

’76—see Val Bloomfield & 
Claudia Robinson in movie 
“Smile Orange.” 

23 

my sister Cynthia De 

Monte born 1956. 

Johnny Osanlu’s birthday. 
Martin Puryear’s birthday. 

24 

’69 — first gift from Tiffany’s 
from Aunt Tess. 

Phil Stern’s birthday. 

25 

’76 — lunch with Judy 

Bachrach. 

Elliott Thompson’s birthday. 

26 

’74 — “8 Sculptors” show in 
Annapolis. 

’76 — Andre Drew visits D.C. 

27 

’70 — Ditsy, Jania & 1 give 
party for Scheherezade 

Gharib. All men wear 
green velvet suits. 

28 

’66 — Dad & Mom have 
dinner with LBJ. 

’75 — Jane Livingston’s 
dinner for Chris Burden/ 

Alexis Smith. 

’76—Ballet with Katie & j 

Tom Jones. 

29 

30 

’74 — Paris for three months. 

31 

• 
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1977 


SUN 

MON 

TUES 

WED 

THURS 

FRI 

SAT 




1 

2 

3 

4 




’74—Ward Hamilton sublets 
apartment. 

Catherine Guiness’ 
birthday. 

Ed McGowin’s birthday. 

Osman Mayatepek’s 
birthday. 

Gordon Riggles’ birthday. 

Sue Green’s birthday. 

’69—Nassau with Peggy 

Goodwill. 

5 

6 

7 

8 1 

9 

10 

11 

I Michael Han’s birthday. 

Milton Kalet’s birthday. 

’70—Mom elected Exec. 

Leader, Womens Regular 
Democratic Club, Astoria. 

’74—Cynthia graduates St. 
Vincent Ferrer High School, 
winning the Spanish Award. 

Arthur Bruckel’s birthday. 


Marshall Borris’ birthday. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

00 


’70—Grandpa De Monte 
moves in with us after 
outliving his third wife. 

Betsy Comer’s birthday. 

’52—Dad on TV show 
“Heartline. ” 

’56—we move 6 blocks, 
still in Astoria. 

Marcello Montecino’s 
birthday. 


’64—Cynthia dances at New 
York World’s Fair. 

Richard Boardman’s 
birthday. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


’70—Cynthia wins religion 
award from Most Precious 
Blood. 

’66—first job, selling lamp¬ 
shades at Bloomingdale’s. 

Jim Nugent’s birthday. 

’72—Cynthia & 1 go to 

London, Paris, Rome. 

’67—first trip to Europe. 

’72—Cynthia & 1 visit 

Firooz (in Eng.), who has 
hepatitis. 

Liz Weil’s birthday. 

’61—graduate Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel Grade School. 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 



I ’72 — Miguel Kocynzski takes 

I Cynthia & me out in London. 

I ’76—Firooz & 1 go to 

I Warhol’s Montauk house. 

I Liz Taylor, Halston, 

I Arthur Bruckel. 

’72—Axel Mittelstadt & 

George Collinet entertain 
Cynthia & me in Paris. 

’74—Max Protetch visits 

Ed & me in Paris. 

’76—Halston takes us 
sailing (Liz Taylor, Arthur, 
Firooz). 

’65—graduate The Mary 

Louis Academy. 

’74—dinner with Ed 

McGowin, Joel Fisher, 

Max Protetch in Paris. 

’74—lunch Daniel Buren, 

Max Protetch, Ed 

McGowin, Paris. 

• 

'69 — move to Washington, 

D.C. 
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SUN 

MON 

TUES 

JULY 

1977 

WED 

THURS 

FRI 

SAT 






1 

’75—first mention in a 
magazine by Ben Forgey, 

Washingtonian 

2 

’72—Cynthia & 1 meet < 

Ditsy in Rome. 

'76—lunch at The Factory 
with Vincent Fremont, 

Firooz. < 

3 

t ’76—Jessica Josephson’s 

| D.C. soapopera sold to 

jl Time-Life. 

■\ Reginald Davis photographs 

i Elizabeth Taylor. Meet 

I Governor of Hawaii, Chief 

1 of S.W. Africa. 

4 

’67—on Rhine in Germany 
with Horns. 

'74—with Dunlaps, 

McGowin, Max Protetch in 
Cologne. 

'76—with Dunlap, Cutrone, 
Williams. Dunn, Fremont, 
Leacock, Firooz. Arthur 
Brulick—Tall Ships, N.Y. 

5 

’74—receive Creative Award 
summer grant, University 
of Maryland. 

6 

’74 — Denmark. 

7 

’70—Dad sworn in by Mayor 
Lindsay to Board of Cor¬ 
rections—assistant to Bill 
Vandenheuvel. 

8 

’51—in Bayville, L.I., 

Stevie Delano contracts 

Polio, while on vacation 
with us. 

9 

10 

I '74 — Amsterdam. 

11 

’76—Cartagena, Colombia. 

12 

Emily McGowin’s birthday. 

13 

Claudia Echavarria’s 
birthday. 

14 

’70—J. C. Chatel invites 
me, S. Wimmer, G. Bernardi 
to Bastille Day party. 

’72—S. Wimmer, Bob Vogel 
& 1 go to French Embassy 
lawn party. 

’74—Ed McGowin & 1, 

Paris. 

Bill Dutterer’s birthday. 

15 

’73—Colombia, Ecuador, 

Peru with Bob Vogel. 

16 

Bob Mangrum’s birthday. 1 

17 

’74 — lunch with Ed 

McGowin, Vito Acconci, 

J Paris. 

J ’76 — Felipe Echavarria 

marries Maggie Velez, 
Cartagena. 

18 

’76—Pensacola. Hatties¬ 
burg, New Orleans. 

19 

’74—Talal Schubeilat meets 

Ed McGowin & me in Tunisia 
— with Jasmine bouquets. 

20 

’76—mentioned in Wash¬ 
ington Star’s Ear. Dinner 
with Kenny Duff. 

21 

’76—At New Orleans 

Museum Bill Fagaly shows 
me article in “Art in 

America” in which I’m 
mentioned. 

22 

Ken Kramer’s birthday. 

23 

Dorothy Jackson’s birthday. 

24 

31 

25 

’76—Bermuda with Mom, 
Frankie Avalon on plane. 
Maureen Kalet’s birthday. 

26 

Cintra Huber’s birthday. 

"27 

• 

28 

29 

Alex Mate’s birthday. 

30 

’74—Roy Slade visits Ed 

McGowin and me. Paris. 
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SUN 

MON 

/ 

TUES 

AUGUST 

1977 

WED 

■ 

THURS 

FRI 

SAT 


1 

’69 — Honorable Mention, 
Catholic Press Association. 

CM 

3 

’74—Carol Horn & Maury 

Cyr marry—Boston. 

Barbara Fiscina & Jeff 

Elliott marry in New York. 

4 

’50—Budlake, N.J. Learn 
to do the “Tarantula.” 

5 

Gerard Bowles’ birthday. 

Alexa Hertzberg’s birthday. 

6 

Andy Warhol’s birthday. 1 

7 

I ’55—see man jump out 

1 window while bicycling. 

8 

9 

’75—California with Pat 

Douglas, dinner with Henry 
Bruck and Felipe Echa- 
varria at Cafe Sport. 

’76—dinner in New York 
Hurricane with Amber 

Sholtz and Ed McGowin. 

10 

Denise Sines’ birthday. 

11 

’74—Ron Stark visits Paris. 
Felipe de la Baize's 
birthday. 

Alan Douglas’ birthday. 

12 

’53—see man drown in 

East River. 

13 

’69—Mayor Lindsay invites j 

Mom & Dad to meet Apollo j 

II astronauts who walked I 

on moon. 1 

’74—see David Ross in 1 

Sunset Beach, Calif. 1 

14 

1 Ben & Gabriella Forgey’s 
| anniversary. 

15 

Bill Niedenkorn’s birthday. 

16 

Camille Colasantis’ 
birthday. 

Robert Hayes’ birthday. 

17 

Louis Butner’s birthday. 

18 

Anna Nagle’s birthday. 

19 

’73—S. Wimmer & 1 shop 
at Lexington Market, 

Baltimore, Maryland. 

20 

21 

1 ’73 — Dad dies 6:36 a.m. in 

I an ambulance. 

22 

23 

’69 — first car, a Mercury 
station wagon. 

24 

’73—Dad buried in the 

World’s largest cemetery 
—Calvary. 

Maryann Tighe’s birthday. 
George Snow’s birthday. 

Claudio Giaconis’ birthday. 

25 

’47—Born New York City. 

Marion Clark’s birthday. 

26 

27 

’72—start teaching Uni¬ 
versity of Maryland. 

28 

I Donna Ari’s birthday. 

K Susie Johnson’s birthday. 

29 

’69—moved to D.C. 

Jonathan Meader’s birthday. 

30 

Elizabeth Ashley’s birthday. 

31 

• 






















Claudia De Monte 

Born Astoria, New York, 1947. 

B.A. College of Notre Dame of Maryland, 

Baltimore, 1969. 

M.F.A. Catholic University of America, 

Washington, D.C., 1971. 

Taught Bowie State College, Bowie, 

Maryland, 1971. 

Taught Prince George’s Community College, 

Largo, Maryland, 1972. 

Teaches University of Maryland, College 

Park, 1972-present. 

Lives Washington, D.C. 

Individual Exhibitions 

1970 Mural, Astoria Park, Queens, New 
York, auspices New York City Park 
Department. 

1972 Mural, Bladen Hall, Prince George’s 
Community College, Largo, Maryland. 

1973 Dimitria Gallery, Princeton, New 
Jersey. 

1974 Appalachian State University, Boone, 
North Carolina. 

1975 Gallery 10, Washington, D.C. 

1976 “Process Art Trade: T Shirts,” Max 
Protetch Gallery, Washington, D.C. 

Group Exhibitions 

1968 “Maryland Fourth Juried Exhibition,” 
Academy of the Arts, Easton, 
Maryland. 

1972 “Process Parkway: An Onsite Execu¬ 
tion of Commissioned Art Works,” 
Philadelphia Museum of Art, Phila¬ 
delphia, Pennsylvania. Catalogue. 
“Maryland Annual Show,” Baltimore 
Museum of Art, Baltimore, 

Maryland, Catalogue. 


Catalogue of the Exhibition 

1. Claudia in Washington, D.C., 1976 

18 photo-posters, 24” x 48” each. For two days 
in July 1976 the photographer Firooz Zahedi 
followed theartist around the city, concentrat¬ 
ing in most of its crowded business areas, 
photographing at random people’s reaction to 
the artist as she simply walked or stood. 

2. Process Art Trade: Corcoran, 1976 

Three 6’ x 3’ bookshelves are filled with ob¬ 
jects the artist has saved over the years, in¬ 
cluding failed art works. Visitors to the exhibi¬ 
tion may take any object in exchange for any 
object left. 

3. Personalized Mail Order Piece, 1973-76 

52 objects ordered from mail-order catalogs, 
each with the artist’s name; 52 3-1/2” x 5” 
color snapshots taken by Firooz Zahedi show¬ 
ing the artist using each object. 

4. Claudia’s Calendar, 1976-1977 


This exhibition and publication are made possible by the 
generous support of the Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz 
Foundation and the National Endowment for the Arts, a 
federal agency, Washington, D.C. 


Edition 500, 100 signed and numbered. 


“Wall Hangings,” Art Barn, Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. 

Faculty Show, Prince George’s Com¬ 
munity College, Largo, Maryland. 
“Alumnae Show,” College of Notre 
Dame of Maryland, Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

1973 “Queens Talent 73,” Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows, New York. 
“Pre-Bicentennial Art Exhibition,” 
District Building, Washington, D.C. 
“Greater Baltimore Arts Festival,” 
Hopkins Plaza, Baltimore, Maryland. 
“Collage,” Washington Gallery of Art, 
Washington, D.C. 

“Maryland Open Show,” Maryland 
School of Art and Design, White Oak, 
Maryland. 

1974 “19th Area Exhibition,” Corcoran 
Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. 
Catalogue. 

“Paper Works,” Washington Gallery 
of Art, Washington, D.C. Catalogue. 
“Eight Sculptors,” Stratus Gallery, 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

“New Talent,” University of Maryland 
Art Gallery, College Park. 
“Womansphere,” sponsored by U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Glen 
Echo, Maryland. 

1975 Inaugural Exhibition, Washington 
Project for the Arts, Washington, 

D.C. 

“Women by Women,” Art Barn, Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. 

“Eleventh Annual Juried Exhibition,” 
Academy of the Arts, Easton, Mary¬ 
land. 

Washington Women’s Art Center, 
Washington, D.C. 


“Works on Paper: New York, Wash¬ 
ington,” Gallery 641, Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. 

“Works on Paper,” University of 
Maryland Faculty Show, College Park. 
Studio Gallery, Washington, D.C. 
Foundry Gallery, Washington, D.C. 
“For Children, by Children,” Studio 
Gallery, Washington, D.C. 
“International Women’s Exhibition,” 
Olympia Art Center, Kingston, 
Jamaica. Catalogue. 

“Holiday Show,” Gallery 10, Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. 

Haitian American Cultural Institute 
(two-person show with Barbara 
Price), Port-Au-Prince, Haiti. 

1976 Rutgers University, New Brunswick, 
New Jersey. 

“Art at No Price,” Studio Gallery, 
Washington, D.C. 

“American Drawings from the Private 
Collections of Members of the Friends 
of the Corcoran,” Corcoran Gallery of 
Art, Washington, D.C. Catalogue. 

“The Bicentennial Exhibition,” 
Foundry Gallery, Washington, D.C. 
“The Liberation: 14 American Artists,” 
Aarhus Kunstmuseum, Copenhagen, 
Denmark. Catalogue (text by Jane 
Livingston and Charlotte Christensen) 
“International Encounter on Video,” 
Caracas Museum of Contemporary 
Art, Caracas, Venezuela. 











Trustees 


Trustees Emeritus 


Staff 


Mrs. Albert Abramson 
Mrs. Melvin G. Alper 
Mrs. Philip Amram 
Smith Bagley 

Mrs. Bernhard G. Bechhoefer. ex officio 

James Biddle 

Niles Bond. Secretary 

Chester Carter 

Lee M. Folger 

Carl M. Freeman 

John H. Hall, Jr., Second Vice-President 
George E. Hamilton, Jr. 

Hugh N. Jacobsen 

Freeborn G. Jewett, Jr.. First Vice-President 

Gilbert H. Kinney 

David Lloyd Kreeger, President 

Stacy B. Lloyd 

Mrs. John A. Logan 

Charles McKittrick 

The Honorable J. William Middendorf, II 

Constance Mellon 

Mrs. John U. Net 

Mandell J. Ourisman 

Maxwell Oxman 

Mrs. Donald A. Petrie 

Mrs. Raymond Rasenberger, ex officio 

Mrs. Walter Salant 

B. Francis Saul, II 

Leonard L. Silverste.in 

Adolph Slaughter 

Mrs. John Lewis Smith 

Carleton B. Swift, Jr. 

Corcoran Thom. Jr. 

Mrs. Wynant D. Vanderpool, Jr. 

Robert L. Walsh. Jr. 

Mrs. Brainard H. Warner, III 
J. Burke Wilkinson 

Curtin Winsor, Jr., Assistant Treasurer 
The Honorable Stanley Woodward 
Mrs. David Yerkes 

Henry Ravenel, Jr.. Treasurer 


Frederick M. Bradley 
David E. Finley 
Charles C. Glover, Jr. 
Gordon Gray 


Roy Slade, Director and Dean 

Jane Livingston, Chief Curator 

Dorothy W. Phillips, Curator of Collections 

Donna Ari, Curator of Education 

Frances Fralin, Assistant Curator 

Linda C. Simmons. Assistant Curator of Collections 

Susan Grady, Registrar 

Constance Broadstone, Development Officer 

Robert Stiegler. Comptroller 

Einar Gomo. Building Superintendent 

Peter Thomas. Dean 

Robert Scott Wiles, Conservator 
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